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BROWN V BOARD OF 
EDUCATION, 

347 U.S. 483 (1954)

• HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
•Five similar cases (South Carolina, Kansas, Delaware, 

Virginia, and District of Columbia) 

•A decade of preparation by NAACP lawyers led by 
Thurgood Marshall 

•Took 17 months of deliberation with two separate oral 
arguments: 3 days in 1952; 5 days in 1953.

•Initially, a 5-4 split

•Finally a unanimous opinion, delivered on May 17, 1954, 
overturning the separate but equal doctrine

•Another 12 months for Brown II
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• FACTS
•A Class Action Suit

•Black children were denied admission to public schools 
attended by white children under Plessy v. Ferguson.

•The white and black schools were about equal in terms 
of buildings, curricula, and teacher salaries.

•The petitioners challenged that segregated public 
schools are not “equal” and cannot be made “equal,” 
hence they are deprived of the equal protection of the 
laws.

•The lower courts had held that the facilities were equal in 
compliance with the separate but equal principle under 
Plessy v. Ferguson.  
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THURGOOD MARSHALL

•NAACP Lawyer (one 

of five) in the Oral 

Argument

•Past Strategy 

–Attack on Unequal 

Facilities

•New Strategy 

–Attack on the Effects 

of Segregation 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://imagecache2.allposters.com/images/pic/adc/10209544A~Thurgood-Marshall-Posters.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Thurgood-Marshall-Posters_i1253079_.htm&h=450&w=337&sz=44&hl=en&start=7&sig2=zE2rrhJMrw53sdtjmmuvuw&tbnid=IHI6GWTjJrZZPM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=95&ei=Q8mpR8yRH4POigHJnP3JDA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DPhotos%2Bof%2BThurgood%2BMarshall%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
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THE FOURTEENTH 
AMENDMENT

•Sec 1. No State shall make or enforce any 

law which shall abridge the privileges or 

immunities of citizens of the United States; 

nor shall any State deprive any person of 

life, liberty, or property, without due 

process of law; nor deny to any person 

within its jurisdiction the equal protection 

of the laws.
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• THE QUESTION BEFORE THE 
COURT
•Whether “segregation of children in public 

schools solely on the basis of race, even 

though the physical facilities and other 

„tangible factors‟ may be equal, deprive 

the children of the minority group of equal 

educational opportunities”
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THE DOLL EXPERIMENT
Psychological Effects of Segregation on Black Children

•Kenneth Clark (1951) 
“Segregation as a Factor on 

the Racial Identification of 

Negro Pre-School Children”

•The Doll Experiment

–Give me the doll you like to 

play with

–Give me the doll that is the 

nice doll

–Give me the doll that looks 

bad

–Give me the doll that is a 

nice color

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.insidemotherhood.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/01/babydoll.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.insidemotherhood.com/2007/01/26/kiri-davis-teaches-us-what-were-teaching-our-children/&h=243&w=243&sz=15&hl=en&start=6&sig2=OAqoVOJaGew5Xx3p4tWF1A&tbnid=qZ6JrfbISiud0M:&tbnh=110&tbnw=110&ei=3MypR-bcL5eMigGt6YXDDA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DKenneth%2BClark%2527s%2Bdolls%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
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SUPREME COURT JUSTICES IN BROWN

Minton (IN)

Black (AL)

Reed (KY)Vinson (KY)
Warren (CA)

Clark (TX)
Douglas 

(WA)

Jackson 

(NY)

Burton (OH)

http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=an&s=p&uid=0482FC742CD2D34F3&sid=10B88587E1A80EB04&qid=B580E45CA7B8D447B56D3804F4CB9085&io=0&sv=za5cb0ddb&o=0&ask=Justice+Hugo+Black&uip=81ba6389&en=is&eo=-100&pt=&ac=1&qs=31&pg=1&u=http://pictures.ask.com/redir?bpg=http%3a%2f%2fpictures.ask.com%2fpictures%3fq%3dJustice%2bHugo%2bBlack%26o%3d0%26page%3d1&q=Justice+Hugo+Black&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ocpd.state.ct.us%2fContent%2fGideon%2fRight%2520to%2520Counsel.htm&s=p&bu=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ocpd.state.ct.us%2fContent%2fGideon%2fRight%2520to%2520Counsel.htm&qte=0&o=0&isimageSearch=true&fromImagePage=False&iskey=&thumbsrc=http%3a%2f%2fimages.picsearch.com%2fis%3f385474432070&imagesrc=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ocpd.state.ct.us%2fContent%2fGideon%2fJustice_black.gif&thumbwidth=96&thumbheight=128
http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=an&s=p&uid=0482FC742CD2D34F3&sid=10B88587E1A80EB04&qid=9D6E68C42F2AA140ABFE696563A120AF&io=0&sv=za5cb0ddb&o=0&ask=Justice+Felix+Frankfurter&uip=81ba6389&en=is&eo=-100&pt=&ac=24&qs=31&pg=1&u=http://pictures.ask.com/redir?bpg=http%3a%2f%2fpictures.ask.com%2fpictures%3fq%3dJustice%2bFelix%2bFrankfurter%26o%3d0%26page%3d1&q=Justice+Felix+Frankfurter&u=http%3a%2f%2fweb.syr.edu%2f%7eztsaroya%2f&s=p&bu=http%3a%2f%2fweb.syr.edu%2f%7eztsaroya%2f&qte=0&o=0&isimageSearch=true&fromImagePage=False&iskey=&thumbsrc=http%3a%2f%2fimages.picsearch.com%2fis%3f307455235694&imagesrc=http%3a%2f%2fweb.syr.edu%2f%7eztsaroya%2fBaker-7.gif&thumbwidth=102&thumbheight=128
http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=an&s=p&uid=0482FC742CD2D34F3&sid=10B88587E1A80EB04&qid=566017F1512BA942A383AB7E3AE96654&io=0&sv=za5cb0ddb&o=0&ask=Justice+Stanley+Reed&uip=81ba6389&en=is&eo=-100&pt=&ac=24&qs=31&pg=1&u=http://pictures.ask.com/redir?bpg=http%3a%2f%2fpictures.ask.com%2fpictures%3fq%3dJustice%2bStanley%2bReed%26o%3d0%26page%3d1&q=Justice+Stanley+Reed&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bookslimited.com%2fbooks%2fnode_226895_1.htm&s=p&bu=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bookslimited.com%2fbooks%2fnode_226895_1.htm&qte=0&o=0&isimageSearch=true&fromImagePage=False&iskey=&thumbsrc=http%3a%2f%2fimages.picsearch.com%2fis%3f443546742026&imagesrc=http%3a%2f%2fs1-images.amazon.com%2fimages%2fA%2fY04Y3254686Y3561742.0001.04.THUMBZZZ.jpg&thumbwidth=90&thumbheight=90
http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=an&s=p&uid=0482FC742CD2D34F3&sid=10B88587E1A80EB04&qid=436865E1E4A1004F9EB02CECE79EFEF7&io=0&sv=za5cb0de6&o=0&ask=Justice+Earl+Warren&uip=81ba6389&en=is&eo=-100&pt=&ac=24&qs=2&pg=1&u=http://pictures.ask.com/redir?bpg=http%3a%2f%2fpictures.ask.com%2fpictures%3fq%3dJustice%2bEarl%2bWarren%26o%3d0%26page%3d1&q=Justice+Earl+Warren&u=http%3a%2f%2fodur.let.rug.nl%2f%7eusa%2fD%2f1951-1975%2fintegration%2fbrown.htm&s=p&bu=http%3a%2f%2fodur.let.rug.nl%2f%7eusa%2fD%2f1951-1975%2fintegration%2fbrown.htm&qte=0&o=0&isimageSearch=true&fromImagePage=False&iskey=&thumbsrc=http%3a%2f%2fimages.picsearch.com%2fis%3f818350993169&imagesrc=http%3a%2f%2fodur.let.rug.nl%2f%7eusa%2fimages%2fsc%2f014_warren.jpg&thumbwidth=99&thumbheight=128
http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=an&s=p&uid=0482FC742CD2D34F3&sid=10B88587E1A80EB04&qid=C3191771862CBF498D81C6120BC21239&io=0&sv=za5cb0d72&o=0&ask=Justice+Fred+Vinson&uip=81ba6389&en=is&eo=-100&pt=&ac=24&qs=31&pg=1&u=http://pictures.ask.com/redir?bpg=http%3a%2f%2fpictures.ask.com%2fpictures%3fq%3dJustice%2bFred%2bVinson%26o%3d0%26page%3d1&q=Justice+Fred+Vinson&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww.legallibraries.com%2fChief_Justice_Fred_m_Vinson_of_Kentucky_A_Political_Biography_0813122473.html&s=p&bu=http%3a%2f%2fwww.legallibraries.com%2fChief_Justice_Fred_m_Vinson_of_Kentucky_A_Political_Biography_0813122473.html&qte=0&o=0&isimageSearch=true&fromImagePage=False&iskey=&thumbsrc=http%3a%2f%2fimages.picsearch.com%2fis%3f211280209402&imagesrc=http%3a%2f%2fimages.amazon.com%2fimages%2fP%2f0813122473.01.MZZZZZZZ.jpg&thumbwidth=89&thumbheight=128
http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=an&s=p&uid=0482FC742CD2D34F3&sid=10B88587E1A80EB04&qid=643043D3145DDC4E93B55A2724D8AE92&io=2&sv=za5cb0d72&o=0&ask=Justice+Tom+Clark&uip=81ba6389&en=is&eo=-100&pt=&ac=24&qs=31&pg=1&u=http://pictures.ask.com/redir?bpg=http%3a%2f%2fpictures.ask.com%2fpictures%3fq%3dJustice%2bTom%2bClark%26o%3d0%26page%3d1&q=Justice+Tom+Clark&u=http%3a%2f%2fweb.syr.edu%2f%7eztsaroya%2f&s=p&bu=http%3a%2f%2fweb.syr.edu%2f%7eztsaroya%2f&qte=0&o=0&isimageSearch=true&fromImagePage=False&iskey=&thumbsrc=http%3a%2f%2fimages.picsearch.com%2fis%3f349455328787&imagesrc=http%3a%2f%2fweb.syr.edu%2f%7eztsaroya%2fBaker-5.gif&thumbwidth=102&thumbheight=128
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cache.viewimages.com/xc/3317096.jpg%3Fv%3D1%26c%3DViewImages%26k%3D2%26d%3D11B127B063386F619A1F852E10148DB3A55A1E4F32AD3138&imgrefurl=http://www.viewimages.com/Search.aspx%3Fmid%3D3317096%26epmid%3D3%26partner%3DGoogle&h=594&w=422&sz=29&hl=en&start=3&sig2=u7hDOnWJnbS2v35sp0DXwQ&tbnid=SG7C17mbZiVUFM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=96&ei=gc6pR-cNo_6JAY2vgccM&prev=/images%3Fq%3DJustice%2BDouglas%2BWhite%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
http://cache.viewimages.com/xc/3471547.jpg?v=1&c=ViewImages&k=2&d=82E6C90FC825764B65403F9D7EA05C74A55A1E4F32AD3138
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• THE OPINION OF THE COURT
•Chief Justice Warren delivered the 

unanimous opinion of the Court, holding 

that “in the field of public education the 

doctrine of „separate but equal‟ has no 

place. Separate educational facilities are 

inherently unequal.” P. 202
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• THE UNDERLYING RATIONALE
•The history of the Fourteenth Amendment is inconclusive 

when it comes to the precise intention.

•“We must consider public education in the light of its full 
development and its present place in American life 
throughout the Nation” P. 201

•Education is “the very foundation of good citizenship.” P. 
201

•“To separate [school children] from others of similar age 
and qualification solely because of their race generates a 
feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community 
that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely 
ever to be undone.”

•“‟Segregation of white and colored children in public 
schools has a detrimental effect upon the colored 
children.‟”P.202
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BROWN II (1955)

•School authorities have the primary 
responsibility for solving the varied local 
school problems.

•Courts will have to consider whether the 
action of school authorities constitutes 
good faith implementation.

•Because of their proximity, the courts 
which originally heard these cases can 
best perform this judicial appraisal.


