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Pearl Harbor under Attack
Dec 8, 1941
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Japanese Internment Camp
Granada, Colorado
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KOREMATSU V. UNITED STATES, 
324 U.S. 214 (1944)

ÅFacts
ÅExecutive Order 9066

ÅGen. DeWittôs Military Order of Evacuating Japanese 
Americans in the Pacific Coast to Internment Camps

ÅFred Korematsu, welder at a Bay Area Shipyard, 
disobeyed the order and was arrested.

ÅChallenged the military order with an assistance of 
ACLU, claiming that order violated the Constitution on 
the equal protection (discrimination) and due process 
grounds.

ÅConvicted

ÅThe Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the 
conviction. 
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Fred Korematsu
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Å Question before the Court
Å Whether the military exclusion orderðfederal actionð

violated equal protection under the Fifth Amendment by 
way of the Fourteenth Amendment and the due 
process clause of the Fifth Amendment.

Å Opinion of the Court
Å Justice Black delivered a 6-3 majority opinion, holding 

that although a racial classification is ordinarily a 
suspect classification, the military order was justified 
under the circumstance when ñour shores are 
threatened by hostile forces.ò

Å Justice Black also held that the judgment of the military 
authorities was not unreasonable.
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ÅDissent
ÅJustice Murphy dissented, arguing that the 

military order was not only in violation of equal 

protection but also in violation of due process 

rights guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment.

ÅThe exclusion of all persons of Japanese 

ancestry in the absence of martial law ñfalls into 

the ugly abyss of racism.ò

ÅThe exclusion decision was based on 

ñmisinformation, half-truths and insinuationsò 

hence it violated due process of law.
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ïThere was not a single case of espionage on 

the part of Japanese Americans

ïInsinuations of disloyalty were made by 

special interest groups such as the Salina 

Vegetable Grower-Shipper Association:

ïñWe are charged with wanting to get rid of the 

Japs for selfish reasons. . . .ò We do. Itôs a 

question whether the white man lives on the 

Pacific Coast or the brown men. They came 

into this valley to work, and they stayed to 

take over. . . .ò
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Presidential Medal of Freedom
1998


