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THE WRITING PROCESS 

 continued from the Paper Assignment 

 
 

V.  DRAFTING [Week 3-4] — Once you have a working thesis and plan, review Raimes’ guidelines in 

Keys for Writers as you prepare to draft your paper.  The following sections include helpful rules and 

examples: 

 

A. Strategies for ―writing drafts,‖ pages 26-27. 

 

B. ―Developing Paragraghs and Essays,‖ pages 27-34. 

 

 C. Defining Key Terms, page 32.  

Define the terms you use in your essay.  Think of defining as a part of your argument.  In 

your reader, James Madison offers several good examples.  In Federalist 10, for instance, 

he uses a stipulative definition, briefly specifying how he will define the term republic for 

the argument he is making: ―A republic, by which I mean a government in which the 

scheme of representation takes place, opens a different prospect, and promises the cure for 

which we are seeking‖ (23).  Likewise, he defines ―faction‖ (21) and ―a pure democracy‖ 

(23) to identify points he must expose and challenge. 

 

 D. Providing facts and statistics (31), comparing and contrasting (33-35). 

 

E. ―Using transitions and links for coherence,‖ pages 35-36. 

 

F. ―Writing introductions and conclusions,‖ pages 36-39.  

 

G. CITING SOURCES – Raimes, Part 3 (chapters 11-13), reviews how to use sources as well 

as what to cite, how to cite, and most importantly, how to avoid plagiarism.  Read the 

section carefully (especially pages 155-156) and cite all of your sources.  For example: 
ǅ  Madison argues that ñdemocracies have ever been spectacles of turbulence 

and contentionò (23). 
ǅ  As Hamilton has said, ñThe courts must declare the sense of the lawò (30). 

When citing Supreme Court cases within your text, cite the case name in italics, and 

indicate the page numbers in the current DOC 2 Reader, e.g. (Plessy 187), prefaced by the 

Justice’s name, when necessary (Harlan, Plessy, 197).   

 

H. Free on-line tutoring and response to your work is available from the publisher of Keys for 

Writers.  See the WriteSpace flyer on the Handouts page of the DOC 2 website for 

instructions on setting up an account.  Response time varies, so send your questions and 

drafts as soon as possible to get timely feedback.  

 

VI.  GETTING FEEDBACK on your draft [Week 4]  

 

A. Bring two copies of your rough draft to section for a peer review workshop.  Raimes 

describes this process (42-43). 

 

B. Evaluate one or more of your classmates’ papers and for each one complete a Peer Review 

form that your TA provides.  Return the form to your peer so he/she can submit it with 

his/her paper. 
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VII.  REVISING — Use the guidelines in Raimes pages 39-51, along with the suggestions that peers and 

your TA have given you, to revise your paper.   

 

A. Review Raimes’ editing suggestions and a sample paper, pages 44-51. 

 

B. Focus on the Style Tips Raimes offers (350) to revise your paper.  Review for the ―Five 

C’s of Style‖:  cut, check for action, connect, commit and choose the best words.   Turn to 

37a-37c for help with Standard English and methods of correcting common errors. 

 

C. Brainstorm and select an informative title for your paper (43).  (Do not use ―DOC Paper‖ 

or something equally as generic for a title.) 

 

D. See the Evaluation Rubric, which indicates what is required for your paper to earn a 

specific letter grade.  

 

 

VIII.  FORMAT FOR PAPER AND LIST OF WORKS CITED 

 

1. Follow Essay Formats, pages 49-51, with title and identification on first page.  (See 

sample student paper on pages 70-77.) 

 

2. Create an MLA list of Works Cited, using the rules described on pages 166-204.  See 

samples on pages 77 and 203.  For DOC 2, cite the articles and legal cases in our reader 

using MLA rules for works taken from an anthology.  When citing cases, include the 

majority Justice’s name, the case name, and the date. 

 

REMINDER 

In addition to the help you can get from your TA, Ann Raimes’ handbook, WriteSpace online, and 

OASIS, the DOC Program offers writing assistance in Sequoyah Hall, Room 125.  If you have questions or 

are having difficulties with the assignment, please sign up for an appointment outside Sequoyah 125.  

Appointment sheets for the following week are posted each Thursday at 2:00 p.m.   

 

 

G   R   A   D   I   N   G 

1. All papers must be handed in to your TA in person in lecture on the due date.  Paper 1 is due 

Monday, February 4.  Paper 2 is due Wednesday, March 5.  Be prepared as well to submit your final 
copy online to Turnitin.com before 4:00 p.m. on your due date (instructions to follow).  Both papers 
must be completed and submitted in hard copy and to Turnitin.com in order to earn a passing grade 
in the course (ñDò or higher). 

2. Include the grading rubric, along with your graded thesis & plan, rough draft, peer review and final 
paper for evaluation.  Each part must be completed to earn full and passing credit for the paper 
assignment. 

3. Familiarize yourself with Raimesô discussion of how to cite sources and avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism 
on papers (like cheating on exams) results in an ñFò and further disciplinary action. 

4. Late papers will be accepted only in verifiable emergencies (such as a death in the family), and only 

by arrangement with the Teaching Assistant prior to 2:00 p.m. on the due date.  Assignments turned 
in late without prior approval will be graded down one full letter grade (e.g., ñBò to ñCò) for each 24-
hour period past the due date.  Papers submitted late to Turnitin.com will be graded down one-third 
of a grade (e.g., ñB- ñ to ñC+ò) for each 24-hour period past the due date, whether or not the hard 
copy was submitted on time.   

5. Make and keep an extra typed copy of your paper in case the original is lost or missing. 

6. Your assignment must end with the following honor code statement, verified by your signature and 
the date: ñMy signature affirms that I have not violated the Thurgood Marshall College Academic 
Honor Code.ò   
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